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How will CPE activities for pharmacists and pharmacy technicians be designated? 
 
Promotional materials (brochures, advertisements, memoranda, letters of invitation, or other 
announcements) should clearly and explicitly identify the target audience that will benefit from 
the CPE activity.  A CPE activity that includes pharmacists and pharmacy technicians should 
have specific and separate learning objectives described for both.  
 
In addition, a Universal Program Number—an identification number—is assigned to each CPE 
activity developed and sponsored, or cosponsored, by an ACPE-accredited provider.  This 
number is developed by appending to the ACPE provider identification number (e.g. 197), the 
cosponsor designation number (000 for no cosponsor, 999 for all cosponsors), the year of CE 
activity development (e.g., 09), the sequential number of the CPE activity from among the new 
CPE activities developed during that year (e.g., 001), and the topic and format designators (see 
below).   
 

Cosponsor Designators: 
000 - no cosponsoring organization 
999 - cosponsoring organization 

 
Format Designators: 

L - Live activities 
H -  Home study and other mediated activities 
C - Activities that contain both live and home study or mediated components 

 
Topic Designators – activities are related to: 

01 - Disease State Management/Drug therapy 
02 -  AIDS therapy 
03 - Law (related to pharmacy practice) 
04 -  General Pharmacy 
05 - Patient Safety 

    
Target audience designator 

 P – Pharmacist 
 T – Pharmacy Technician 
 
If a CPE activity’s target audience is exclusively for pharmacists the designation “P” will be used 
as follows: 

• 01-P Disease State Management/Drug therapy 
• 02-P AIDS therapy 
• 03-P Law (related to pharmacy practice) 
• 04-P General Pharmacy 
• 05-P Patient Safety:  The prevention of healthcare errors, and the elimination or 

mitigation of patient injury caused by healthcare errors (An unintended healthcare 
outcome caused by a defect in the delivery of care to a patient.) Healthcare errors 
may be errors of commission (doing the wrong thing), omission (not doing the 
right thing), or execution (doing the right thing incorrectly). Errors may be made 
by any member of the healthcare team in any healthcare setting. (definitions 
approved by the National Patient Safety Foundation® Board July 2003) 
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If a CPE activity’s target audience is exclusively for pharmacy technicians the designation “T” 
will be used as follows: 

• 01-T Disease State Management/Drug therapy 
• 02-T AIDS therapy 
• 03-T Law (related to pharmacy practice) 
• 04-T General Pharmacy 
• 05-T Patient Safety:  The prevention of healthcare errors, and the elimination or 

mitigation of patient injury caused by healthcare errors (An unintended healthcare 
outcome caused by a defect in the delivery of care to a patient). Healthcare errors 
may be errors of commission (doing the wrong thing), omission (not doing the 
right thing), or execution (doing the right thing incorrectly). Errors may be made 
by any member of the healthcare team in any healthcare setting. (definitions 
approved by the National Patient Safety Foundation® Board July 2003) 

 
Note:  If the CPE activity is intended for both pharmacists and pharmacy technicians, that 
activity will have the same Universal Program Number with respect to the provider identification 
number, cosponsor designation, year of release, sequence number and format; however, the 
topic designator in the number will be specific to each audience, either a “P” or “T.”  For 
example: 
 
 197-000-09-001-L05-P (program number to be used for pharmacists) 
 197-000-09-001-L05-T (program number to be used for pharmacy technicians) 
 
What are the responsibilities of an ACPE-accredited provider? 
 
It is the responsibility of the provider to assure that each activity complies with the Definition of 
Continuing Education, be applicable to the practice of pharmacy, identifies the appropriate 
target audience as it relates to the content, and adheres to ACPE Criteria for Quality and 
Interpretive Guidelines.   
 
As outlined in the ACPE Criteria for Quality and Interpretive Guidelines, every ACPE-accredited 
provider is ultimately responsible for CPE activity planning, faculty selection, content of the 
activity, site selection, method of delivery, marketing to the appropriate target audience and 
assurance that the activity is fair, balanced and free from bias and/or promotion.  In addition, the 
provider is responsible for explaining and guiding the faculty in its expectations regarding 
development of learning objectives and instructional materials and incorporation of active 
learning and learning assessment mechanisms within the activities.  The provider should also 
ensure that the statements of credit include the appropriate designation as well as the other 
required elements noted in the ACPE Criteria for Quality, Guideline 8.1 Statements of Credit.   
 
Have questions? 
 
If you have any questions as to what constitutes continuing education for the profession of 
pharmacy, please contact the ACPE staff at ceinfo@acpe-accredit.org or phone 312-664-3575. 




